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Research funds
under threat

» Cambridge is top university for research, says study
» Millions in funding for top universities at risk

Andrew Bellis

Despite Cambridge being named as
the UK’s top university for research
in a seven-year study, millions of
pounds in scholarly funding could
be at risk.

The Russell Group of top univer-
sities has warned that its members
face “haemorrhaging money” when
the government’s funding allocations
are announced in March.

Currently 82 per cent of govern-
ment funding goes to just 29 uni-
versities. But the Research Assess-
ment Exercise (RAE), a government
study into the quality of university
research, found “world-leading” re-
search in 150 of the 159 participating
institutions.

The RAE is used to help allocate
£1.2bn of government funding for
universities. Estimates suggest that
the Russell Group could lose 10 per
cent of its “quality-related” funding
if the government funds all research
deemed to be ‘world-leading’ or ‘in-

£112m

Amount Cambridge received in
“quality-related” government funding
last year

0%

Percentage the Russell Group could
lose in funding

ternationally excellent. This would
equate to a cut of roughly £140m a
year. The Higher Education Fund-
ing Council (HEFCE) for England
will announce this year’s funding in
March.

Almost two-thirds of Cambridge’s
government funding last year was
based upon the previous RAE in
2001. The University was given al-
most £176m, a 2.3 per cent increase
on the 2007 allocation, of which
£112m was quality-related.

Dr Wendy Piatt, director general of
the Russell Group, said: “We’re very
worried about a haemorrhaging of
money from research-intensive uni-
versities and were keen to remind
people of the importance of critical
mass and maintaining world-class
universities.”

The 1994 Group of universities
has called for funding to be spread
more widely. Paul Marshall, execu-
tive director of the group, said: “We
support research concentration but
the RAE is a competition in which
there are, and have always been,
winners and losers. We expect HE-
FCE to stick to its commitment to
fund recognised research excellence
wherever it is found.”

The RAE found that 71 per cent of
Cambridge research was world-lead-
ing or internationally excellent.

Engineering and Computer Sci-
ence both had 90 per cent of their
research classified in one of the top
two categories. Linguistics, however,
fared less well, with ten per cent of
their researchers classified as ‘sub-
standard’.

More details on page 3

Ready... Teddy... Lift-off!

Four teddy bears were launched into space from Churchill last month. The bears,
wearing special ‘teddy-naut’ suits made by students at local schools, spent just
over two hours on the mission before landing near Ipswich. Cambridge University
Spaceflight led the project to help promote science and engineering in education.

ITV pulls back
from Boat Race

Caedmon Tunstall-Behrens

ITV confirmed last month that it is
dropping coverage of the annual Boat
Race between Cambridge and Oxford.

Despite record viewing figures of
7.6 million last year, a 76 per cent in-
crease on the year before and a figure
only fractionally below the 8.1 mil-
lion who tuned into the FA Cup fi-
nal, ITV has decided not to renew its
five-year contract with the Boat Race
Company.

The BBC monopolised television
coverage of the day for 50 years before
ITV took over in 2004. It is believed
that the company are dropping their
coverage of this particular event and
others, including the Grand National
last year, as part of a cost-cutting plan:
the helicopters required to film the
race raise expenditure significantly.

Peter Fincham, ITV’s director of
television, said, “We’ve been very
proud of our coverage of the Boat
Race. Unfortunately, were living in
tough economic times and this inevi-
tably leads to difficult decisions.”

Andrew Gilbert, a second-year
rower from Jesus, said, “It's a long
standing institution of the country.
It would be quite a big thing for old
boys and members of the public not
to be able to watch it. Unlike current
students, they are unlikely to travel to
do so”

ITV is planning to focus instead on
football rights, Fincham said, “You
can’t have everything and money is a
factor”

The BBC refuses to comment on
the progress of the negotiations, but
Channel 4 is also believed to be in-
volved in the discussions.

The event has been taking place on
the Thames between Putney Bridge
and Chiswick Bridge since 1829.
During the 180 years it has been tak-
ing place, there have been 154 races.
Cambridge has won 79 of these, and
drew the 1877 race with a dead heat.
The next race is scheduled for March
29th this year.

Homerton ready’ to become University's newest College

Andrew Bellis

Homerton, currently an “approved
society” of the University, has moved
towards gaining full College status.
The University Council has recom-
mended that Homerton should become
a full college, despite not having a large

enough endowment.

Homerton’s Principal, Kate Perry,
said she was pleased by the news. “IT'm
delighted that we have reached this
stage and if the university gives formal
approval the Privy Council may well be
in a position to approve Homerton’s ap-
plication for collegiate status. ”

After considering a report from a
committee, set up to consider Homer-
ton’s request, the Council declared itself
“satisfied that the college is in a sound
position, in terms of educational provi-
sion and otherwise, to move to full Col-
lege status”

The decision comes despite Homer-

tons failure to meet the financial guide-
lines for founding a College. The Coun-
cil observed that its “financial resources
fall somewhat short of the minimum
endowment for a College of its size and
composition”. Their most recent ac-
counts, showing sufficient endowments,
were published before the full impact of

the economic slowdown. Homerton
has pledged not to draw funds from the
central Colleges Fund in the first five
years after becoming a College.

If successful, Homerton will become
the first College to be established since
Hughes Hall was granted full collegiate
status in 2006.
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o we return to the old canard of nine-week terms, as CUSU argues that students need to be able to “take a step back

from the intensity of term”. At the same time, we learn that Cambridge has possibly the best research of any university in
the country; this is according to inspectors hired by the government - not, perhaps, traditionally best friends with this insti-
tution - and is all the more telling for it. Yet might not the quality of research in the University be intimately linked with the
intensity of termtime? Most obviously, having eight-week terms leaves half the year for dons to concentrate on their own re-
search; however, there may also be more psychological benefits to the brevity of the terms. Cramming into eight weeks what
some universities do in twelve creates an atmosphere of manic activity which encourages students and researchers to chal-
lenge each other and themselves, as well as encouraging the idea that Cambridge and her equally-brief-termed sister Oxford
are exceptional, and require higher standards than other universities. A nine-week term would dull both these effects.

This is not to deny that the current system has its drawbacks. The non-stop nature of the term can create huge amounts of
stress, occasionally leading to students becoming depressed and possibly de-grading; before proper student support systems
were instituted, indeed, that stress could lead to suicide. Moreover, the elitism fostered by Oxbridge exceptionalism is often
seen by the rest of the world as a very bad thing. However, most students are healthy and happy, even taking pride in the
amount of activity they can cram in to the two months of term; and elitism cannot be all bad as long as it continues to pro-
duce world-leading academic research, pushing scientific boundaries and expanding the limits of human self-knowledge.

To his credit, CUSU President Mark Fletcher has opposed a change in term structure, pointing out that this change would
do little to tackle “wider problems” of student stress. After all, it is almost certain that a nine-week term would simply fill
itself with nine weeks” worth of work: students would be under no less pressure, and would simply have to contend with
a reduction in the length of holidays which can already seem absurdly brief. The proposal would offer no respite from
deadlines and essay crises, while threatening the foundations of the University’s excellent recent performance. It should be
opposed by all who wish to protect Cambridge’s reputation.

A travesty of a tribute

USU’s book ‘celebrating’ the 800th anniversary is a disgrace. After an introduction on the students’ union’s history —

perhaps the only section into which CUSU, or any student, had any input — we proceed to find the Colleges’ respective
prospectuses, followed by a series of prospectuses from an arbitrary selection of private schools. The bulk of the book is puff
for graduate employers, ending — surreally — with four pages on the Freemasons. CUSU clearly saw an opportunity to make
easy money, but at the expense of its good name. The existence of this book is embarrassing for the Students’ Union, and for
the University as a whole.
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Leave British Nationalist alone members of radical political parties sure-
ly encourages the members to go further
underground. Personally, I would expect
more from a newspaper run by such

allegedly well-educated people.

privacy and freedom of speech. I am
appalled that the University employee in
question has been publicly denounced
for a belief that has apparently never be-
fore appeared to affect his work life. This
article does no more than sensationalise

Dear Sirs,

I would like to question the pertinence
of your article ‘Engineer is BNP Mem-

ber’ (Issue 684, November 21st 2008). I a politically ridiculous and invasive Yours faithfully,
do not support the BNP myself, however situation. Furthermore, the encourage-
I do support the basic civil rights to ment to publicly ‘name and shame’ Joy Stacey
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Cambridge is top university for
research, says government report

» Seven-year study says 71% of Cambridge research is ‘world-leading’ or ‘internationally excellent’

» Report will be used to allocate £1.5bn of government funding for universities

Lizzy Tyler

Cambridge is the UK’s best university
for research, according to an influential
seven-year government study.

Both Cambridge and Oxford
achieved high results in the Research
Assessment Exercise, a review used to
allocate £1.5bn of government fund-
ing to universities.

Cambridge submitted 92 per cent of
its permanent academic staff, 71 per
cent of whom were classed as ‘world-
leading’ or ‘internationally excellent,
compared to 70 per cent for Oxford.

Work submitted to the study was
judged by a process of peer review, and
given a mark between 1* and 4*. In a
ranking compiled by Times Higher Ed-
ucation, Cambridge finished as the top-
performing university, with an average
score of 2.98 out of 4. Oxford and the
London School of Economics tied in
second place, with an average of 2.96.
York and Essex are the only non-Rus-
sell Group universities in the top ten.

All assessed research was graded
either 4* (world-leading), 3* (interna-
tionally excellent), 2* (internationally
recognised), 1* (nationally recognised)
or 0 (sub-standard). Cambridge’s top-
performing subject areas were engi-
neering and computer science, both
of which achieved either 4* or 3* in
90 per cent of their research. Linguis-

UK s best research universities

Cambridge (1)

Oxford (3)

London School of Economics (4)
Imperial College London (2)
University College London (6)
University of Manchester (n/a)
University of Warwick (6)
University of York (18)
University of Essex (10)

0 University of Edinburgh (16=)
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Source: Times Higher Education
(2001 positions in brackets)

tics achieved the highest percentage
of sub-standard research, with 10 per
cent of their research being rated 0.

The RAE in 2001 also rated Cam-
bridge as the top UK research uni-
versity. The 2008 study will be the last
of its kind - the government has an-
nounced plans to replace it with a new
assessment, the research excellence
framework, from 2013.

The RAE studied 159 institutions
across Great Britain. The results, re-
leased on December 18, show stand-
ards in 67 different subject categories.

Ian Leslie, Pro-Vice-Chancellor for
Research at Cambridge, said that the
RAE results reflected “the strength,
depth and breadth of the research at
Cambridge, and we are pleased that
the global quality of our academics has
been recognised”.

“This assessment is useful as it pro-
vides insight into where we could
make effective changes. The process
of evaluation has served the university
sector well,” he said.

The report will be used to assist the
allocation of £1.5bn of government
funding for universities and is impor-
tant to the life of the University.

With the increased number of in-
stitutions excelling in the report there
are fears that Cambridge will experi-
ence a cut in funding when allocations
are made in March.

The government has welcomed the
RAFE’s findings. John Denham, the
universities minister, said: “The latest
RAE reinforces the UK’s position as a
world leader in research. The fact that
over 50 per cent of research is either
‘world-leading’ or ‘internationally ex-
cellent’ further confirms that the UK
continues to punch above its weight in
this crucial field.”

NUS president, Wes Streeting, said
the results “highlight the significant
improvement in the quality of re-
search by UK universities since the
last RAE in 2001, and this is due in no
small part to the increase in research
funding”.

CUSU faces yet more ents confusion

» Cambridge Union retracts Cam Live cancellation as CUSU pulls out of Thrust

Christos Lavidas

CUSU has pulled out of its LBGT club
night and the future of its live music
evening is still uncertain after a week
of confusion at CUSU Ents.

The Cambridge Union, which hosts
the Cam Live music evening, released
a statement on Wednesday announc-
ing that the event would not be taking
place this term since there was not
“sufficient demand for a live music
night on a Friday night among our
members”. But the CUSU Ents Officer,
Mat Morgan, told Varsity that this was
a result of “miscommunication”. Al-
though he was in contact with Union
officers about the event, his messages
never got passed on to Rosie Shimell,
the Union’s entertainment officer.

In a revised statement on Wednes-
day night, the Union said: “Follow-
ing continued negotiations between
CUSU and the Union, the most likely
possibility is that Cam Live will go
ahead at the Cambridge Union this
term in some form” Although the
revised statement said that Cam Live
would be taking place at the Union
tonight, this is no longer the case due
to technical problems.

The Cam Live nights are likely to
run in future only on those Fridays
for which the Union has not already
scheduled bops such as today’s Save
the Rave Bop, and the St Valentine’s
bop. Mat Morgan, Ents Manager for
CUSU, said that he hopes Cam Live
will be held during other days in the
week when Friday is not an option.

CUSU has also pulled out of its
LBGT night, Thrust. Paul Whitbread,
of Thrust Promotions, told Varsity
that the night will continue to run on
Tuesdays at Life, although CUSU will
no longer be involved. James Beattie,
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Clubbers at the
Thrust LBGT
night

President of CUSU’s LesBiGayTrans
Campaign blamed the end of the co-
operation between the two parties on
the naming of the night, the unhealthy
working relations and the irrelevant
airline-oriented branding.

Both parties claim that their co-
promotion was forced by the club
management and that neither of the
two actually wanted to work together.

In response to the problems as-
sociated with the name of the night
Mr Whitbread said: “Thrust Promo-
tions took on board all the views of
CUSU and CUSU LBGT with regards
to the name “Thrust’ yet it could not

SN |

understand why it was controversial
considering CUSU has another night
called ‘kinki”

Another issue raised by CUSU was
the fact that the night was allegedly
aimed more towards a town crowd.
Mr Whitbread explained, “From the
market research we have conducted
we have found that attendance was
split with 60 per cent being locals and
40 per cent being university students.”
Mr Morgan said: “From the feedback
we received, the town people seemed
to alienate the students.”

Thrust Promotions is considering
legal action against CUSU for out-

JOSEPH PIPER

standing invoices. Mr Morgan said:
“The invoices are being processed;
however there are some questionable
charges”

Thrust Promotions also claimed
that part of the issue was CUSU’s re-
luctance towards the involvement of
a transsexual hostess. CUSU refuted
the allegations saying they never ob-
jected to the hostess, but did not agree
to the use of male erotic dancers.

“We were concerned that the at-
mosphere was not overly appealing to
many university students and wanted
more of a neutral feel,” said Mr Beat-
tie.

In Brief

CUSU profits from book

CUSU has made £10,000 from a
book published to commemorating
Cambridge’s 800th anniversary. The
788 page volume, produced by PR
firm St James’s House, contains sec-
tions on CUSU itself, profiles of all 31
colleges of the University and pro-
spectuses for “feeder” schools. The
final two-thirds of the book offer a
guide to firms recruiting graduates in
a number of career paths. CUSU was
paid £10,000 for the project; however
this figure represents the amount of
only one of a number of ventures St
James’s are carrying out for the stu-
dent body. A spokesman for the Uni-
versity commented: “It is a very nice
publication.”

Oxford loses £100m

Oxford University has revealed that
it has lost more than £100 million
as a result of the global economic
recession. The past year has seen in-
vestments in the university fall from
£689 million to £593 million, and it
is thought that the slump in share
prices and property values have con-
tributed to the losses. The university
still has £30 million in savings fro-
zen in Icelandic bank accounts after
the Icelandic banking collapse last
October, the return of which is still
unclear. A spokesman said: “The
university has sound policies in place
to mitigate the impact of any longer
term declines,” but some claim that
the financial losses hitting many uni-
versities as a result of the economic
downturn may lead to an increase
in tuition fees paid by students. Ox-
ford’s Vice-Chancellor, John Hood,
said that the “grave deficit” in the
University’s accounts meant that a
rise in top-up fees is “inevitable” if
the quality of an Oxford education is
to be maintained.

Grad vacancies plummet

A new report has confirmed that va-
cancies for those graduating in 2009
have been reduced significantly and
most positions have already been
filled. The Graduate Market in 2009,
a study of graduate vacancies and
starting salaries at Britain's one hun-
dred leading employers conducted by
High Fliers Research, shows that this
years intake of new graduates is to be
cut by 17 per cent due to the continu-
ing economic downturn. The situa-
tion is worst in the City where there
are 47 per cent fewer entry-level jobs
in investment banking this year.
However, there is some better news
for those who do manage to find a
graduate job in 2009: graduate start-
ing salaries are expected to rise by 6
per cent this year.

52 Trumpington Street
Cambridge CB2 1RG
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In Brief

Plagiarist kicked out

A graduate student has been ex-
pelled from Cambridge after being
found guilty of seven counts of pla-
giarism at the University’s Court of
Discipline. Following a complaint by
the Senior Proctor, the court met to
consider the charges made against
the student. He was accused of sub-
mitting work for a Master of Philos-
ophy Examination in 2008 that had
been lifted from other candidates
and passed off as the student’s own
work. The defendant pleaded guilty
and was subsequently sentenced to
disqualification from the examina-
tion in question, and forfeiture of all
opportunities of candidacy for any
qualification offered by the Univer-
sity in the future.

Testosterone traders

Cambridge researchers have found
that traders exposed to higher levels
of testosterone in the womb make
on average six times more profit
than those exposed to low levels.
The study, part of a growing body
of research showing how biology
plays an important role in economic
risk-taking, shows how the effects
of testosterone, including increased
confidence and quickened reaction
times, make individuals particularly
suitable for careers as high frequen-
cy traders, a job requiring the ability
to look for fleeting price anomalies
and making snap decisions in sec-
onds. Some have raised concerns
about the effect the study may have
on the process of employment, but
scientist leading the experiment said
that it was “unlikely” that their re-
search heralded a dystopian future
in which hiring by major trading
companies is decided by biological
factors.

Student loan rate cut

The interest rate applied to student
loans has been dropped for the sec-
ond time since December 2008. The
loans are classed as “low interest
loans” under the 1974 Consumer
Credit Act. As such they cannot
charge more than 1 per cent above
the highest base rate of one of a se-
lection of banks, including the Bank
of England.The Banks most recent
base rate cut from 2 per cent to 1.5
per cent, in response to the flagging
economy, has meant that the rates
charged to students have dropped to
2.5 per cent, from the 2008/09 rate
of 3.8 per cent, where it must stay
until the base rate is raised.

Third bin gets go-ahead

The council’s decision to replace
the city’s recycling boxes with dark
blue wheelie bins has caused contro-
versy amongst locals, because of the
new colour’s association with Cam-
bridge’s arch rival, Oxford Univer-
sity. One dissenting councillor has
said, “Dark blue is an inappropri-
ate colour for Cambridge - why not
light blue instead?” But the council
have stood by the measure, due to be
introduced in October, claiming it
will increase recycling rates and pre-
vent confusion amongst residents.
A spokesperson said, “We're really
keen to make sure that students use
the bins whatever colour they are.
Brown was another colour suggest-
ed, but this is used in other parts of
the country for garden waste.”

Students and academics turn to drugs

» More people use cognitive-enhancing drugs to cope with busy lives, says journal study

Rachel Stratton

With the ever increasing pace of eve-
ryday life, more people are turning to
cognitive enhancing drugs to stay on
top, according to a report in a scientific
journal.

The controversial report, published
in Nature last month, spoke of the
widening use of drugs such as Rita-
lin, Adderal and Modafinil amongst
sportsmen, students and academics.

In an informal survey, Barbara Sa-
hakian, professor of neuropsychol-
ogy at Cambridge and author of the
report, found a number of colleagues
to be using Modafinil as a means of
fighting off jet lag, improving their
academic performance and aiding
their social ease at parties.

Modafinil is generally prescribed to
counter the symptoms of Narcolepsy.
When taken by otherwise healthy
people, it is also found to stave off fa-
tigue and improve concentration and
short-term memory.

The drug is only available on pre-
scription, though it can be bought
online. Its use without a prescription
is illegal.

It has become the favourite of aca-
demics because the side effects are
relatively mild when compared with

other “smart” drugs.

Side effects include the occasional
headache, the odd bout of diarrhoea,
a touch of nausea perhaps; not par-
ticularly ailments you want to get at
a party, but nonetheless gentle com-
pared with the potential heart prob-
lems, strokes or tumours that can oc-
cur from drugs like Ritalin.

As a relatively new drug, approved
in the UK in 2002, the long-term ef-
fects of Modafinil are still unknown.
The drug is stocked by the army to
keep combat troops alert.

One Robinson student, who wished
to remain anonymous, told Varsity:
“T've tried Modafinil a couple of
times. With the Cambridge workload
I frequently have to stay up until the
early hours to reach deadlines.

“It definitely made me focus on
what I was doing but I don’t think my
essay was any the better for it”

The report has sparked a debate as
to whether the drug should be made
available over-the-counter.

The director of the Institute for
Science, Ethics and Innovation at
the University of Manchester, John
Harris, has said that the government
should “seriously consider” mak-
ing such drugs available to students
without a prescription.

Corpus Clock heralds ‘the
beginning of the first terror’
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Lizzy Tyler

A Christian group has posted a video on
YouTube claiming that the recently un-
veiled £1m chronophage is a UFO that
marks “the end of the world”.

The ten-minute long video goes into
a detailed explanation of the links be-
tween the design of the clock and the
apocalyptic prophesy in the Book of
Revelation. The distinctive grasshop-
per atop the clock is said to represent the
locusts of the first “Great Terror” of the
Apocalypse, with its “gold crown’, “ar-
mour” and “fearsome teeth” The group
say that locusts will come down in a
plague and attack all those without “the
mark of God on their forehead”, as was
written in the Bible.

The grasshopper design, modelled
by sculptor Matthew Sanderson, was
inspired by medieval armour, with the
main clock as an interpretation of the
first chronophage invented by the Geor-
gian clockmaker, John Harrison.

The man appearing in the video, and
narrating throughout, compares the
clock on numerous occasions with the
book of Revelations and a Renaissance
painting depicting UFOs. The grasshop-
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per’s “reptilian eyes” and those surround-
ing the dial are also said to be linked to
the “fallen angels” of the Apocalypse.

The clock is alleged to be sending a
message to “all of the rich, and all of the
Freemasons that they are about to lose
everything” The presenter claims that
the horns at the bottom of the clock
symbolise the “mark of the beast” and
the sign of the Freemasons, a secre-
tive society with more than five million
members worldwide. It is claimed that
“Satan’s minions” are coming for them
and it “serves them right” for wanting
to have “a share in Satan’s great new em-
pire”. The Freemasons refused to com-
ment.

The clock was purported to have been
designed by the creator for these pur-
poses by John Taylor, who “wanted” to
“release” the timepiece onto “the unsus-
pecting people of Cambridge”. A picture
of Stephen Hawking at the opening of
the chronophage is alleged to have been
engineered so that he is obscuring a cru-
cial segment of the clock. “We are in the
last hour” the presenter warns.

A post from ‘crazycardfreak’ com-
ments that these “coincidences are too
many” to be a “coincidence”

Council sues to reclaim
£620,000 for festival

Matilda Bathurst

Cambridge City Council will go to the
High Court on Wednesday to try to
reclaim almost £620,000 from a firm
hired to sell tickets to a folk festival.

In December 2007, the council con-
tracted the company SecureTicket UK to
sell tickets for the Cambridge Folk Festi-
val 2008 over the internet. Proceeds from
ticket sales were scheduled to be paid to
the council in August 2008. But almost
five months later, the council has still not
received the £618,000 it is owed.

External accountants are reviewing the
festival’s ticket sales process, and in a bid
to avoid similar risks in the future, the
council has commissioned an independ-
ent review to investigate the protection of
its finances.

But the debacle has led many Cam-
bridgeshire residents to voice concern
about the council's management of public
money. Several critics have said that the
council should not have allowed Secu-
reTicket UK to hold the money for such a

long period of time.

The first festival took place in 1964 and
quickly established a strong reputation.
Last year’s festival was broadcast on BBC
Radio 2 with selective highlights on BBC
Four.

Councillor Ian Nimmo-Smith, leader
of Cambridge City Council, said: “We
are taking this matter extremely seriously
given the large sum of public money in-
volved.

“This company sold folk festival tickets
for us in 2007 and they did a satisfactory
job. They were appointed again for last
year's festival after a competitive process.

“They haven't paid up even though we
have given them extra time to do so.”

Cambridge City Councils financial
situation has also suffered from the recent
Icelandic bank crisis. It had £5 million
invested in Landsbanki and £4 million
in Heritable. The overall loss of £9 mil-
lion makes the council one of over 60 lo-
cal authorities across Britain which have
cumulatively lost over a billion pounds in
Icelandic banking investments.
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Top grade in Pre-U is worth more than A-level A*

Beth Staton

Top achievers in Cambridge’s new Pre-
U exam will receive more UCAS points
than those who get top marks in A-
levels.

UCAS has announced that a level
two distinction in the Pre-U, roughly
equivalent to the new A* grade at A-
level, will earn 145 points, compared to
140 for an A-level A*.

Students taking the exam are graded
at three bands, distinction, merit and

pass, with each separated into three
levels. UCAS has yet to announce the
tariff for the very top grade, but it will
be worth substantially more than an A*
at A-level.

“The intention is to differentiate more
finely amongst students who would
achieve an A grade at A Level, while en-
suring that a pass at Cambridge Pre-U is
accessible to the full range of students,”
said Kevin Stannard, director of Cam-
bridge International Examinations, the
body that is managing the Pre-U.

“Pre-U was designed specifically to
develop the skills and dispositions that
will secure success in higher education,”
he added. The qualification is awarded
after a final exam rather than modules
and retakes, like A levels.

Concerns have been raised that the
qualification will create fragmentation
and lead to inequality of opportunity
amongst students. Despite being slight-
ly degraded, the IB attracts the most
UCAS points at a maximum of 720.

John Fairhurst, chair of the Asso-

ciation of School and College Leaders,
didn’t take up the exam in his state
school, saying: “Because of its old-fash-
ioned hue, it wasn't a goer for a mod-
ern comprehensive sixth form. I believe
that will be the view of the majority of
comprehensives”

Out of the 50 schools now offering
the Pre-U, 15 are state-run, but most
of these are selective. The CIE claims,
however, that nine out of ten enquir-
ies it receives about the exam are from
maintained-sector schools.

From the Archives

/
ol
.'.fﬁ.“"‘-’

1,
s
*

i
r};{
Pl

":- i
2o
v
(/.

,.
S
L
i
7
Fo

i
l'...l.__-'_,-:_,-_
to. N

T e e b T

The beacon in multi-million
dollar investment decisions

Bain Capital is one of the world’s leading private equity funds, managing approximately

$80 billion of leveraged buyout, public equity and credit funds. Sankaty Advisors is the debt

focused hedge fund of Bain Capital and is one of the leading private managers of high yield debt

obligations. With approximately $33 billion in committed capital, Sankaty is a world-class team

of over 70 investment professionals with extensive experience analysing and managing high

yield investments.

Representatives from Sankaty Advisors will be available to speak with students about internships

and full-time positions that will put your education to work on global, multi-million dollar

investment decisions.

Please look for us in the coming months to learn more about the great opportunities we offer

in London and Boston.

Summer Internship Presentation:

Thursday, 22nd January | 6.30pm | The Crowne Plaza Hotel, Cambridge

CV Deadline: Thursday, 29th January

First Round Interviews: Thursday, 12th February

For more information, visit us at www.sankaty.com.

Sankaty Advisors

a member of the BainCapital group

Week 1: October 15th 2004
After the last Research Assessment
Exercise, the Architecture Depart-
ment was threatened with closure.
This was Varsity’s appeal to save it.

ambridge will seriously damage

her academic reputation, and
risks jeopardising the teaching of
Architecture as a subject across
Britain, if she chooses to proceed
with proposals to close the Depart-
ment of Architecture on December
8th. All current anxieties about the
future of Architecture at Cambridge
began in 2001 when HEFCE (the
Higher Education Funding Council
for England) graded the depart-
ment with four out of an expected
five points in a Research Assess-
ment Exercise (RAE). Despite this,
the research performance of the
Department of Architecture is in
the top ten percent of the UK. A
number of other departments in
the University, including Physiol-
ogy and ‘Politics and International
Studies’ received the same score,
but have not been threatened with
closure. Architecture must not be
made an example of, nor neglected,
as no real problem with its aca-
demic profile exists.

The RAE is widely thought to fail
in its duty to fairly assess subjects
that cannot be clearly classed as ei-
ther Arts or Sciences. Architecture
is by definition an inter-disciplinary
academic method; a mother to the
arts and sciences. HEFCE fails to
provide a category for the assess-
ment of Architectural departments
nationwide, and so the subject is
bundled in under the assessment
category of ‘built environment;
which is dominated by construction
and surveying courses. Architectur-
al research is consequently directly
compared to quantitive scientific
research.

Of the 11 members of the 2001
‘Built Environment’ panel that as-
sessed the architecture department,
only two had interests focused on
architectural research. There were no
practicing designers on the panel.

here is no significant reason

why the Architecture Depart-
ment cannot survive and prosper.
The closure of any department
would be highly detrimental to
the reputation of the University
and the reputation of the staff in
the department. The closure of the
department would be an obvious
sign of weakness that would deprive
the higher education sector and the
Architectural industry of a centre
of teaching that is undeniably at
the forefront of its profession. It is
because of a legacy of poor support
and a confusion of priorities from
the University that the depart-
ment is in this supposed crisis. The
univ