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LATE NIGHT VIEW of

WAYS OF LIVING

16 November - Kettle's Yard - 18.30-20.30 - free

Have a drink and enjoy a last chance to see the current exhibition
Ways of Living before it closes.

Ways of Living includes work by four contemporary artists, some
of which has never been shown in the UK before. Curator of the
exhibition, Lizzie Fisher will discuss the show during the evening.

Kettle's Yard, Castle Street, Cambridge CB3 0AQ (just over Magdalene
Bridge, next to the Folk Museum)
tel 352124 - mail@kettlesyard.cam.ac.uk - www.kettlesyard.co.uk

MAYS

fourteen

THE MAYS is Varsity’s annual anthology of new writing by
students from universities in Cambridge & Oxford, sold
nationwide and distributed to every major literary agent.
The editorial committee reads and shortlists submitted work
before finally deciding which pieces should be published in this
prestigious anthology.

Deadline for applications: 21st November, 5pm

To apply or for more info, please contact

mays@varsity.co.uk

THE SOONER YOU START

THE SOONER
YOU’'LL FLOURISH

Why wait for responsibility? At Taylor Wessing, you’ll be directly
involved in high-quality work from the word go. And with full
support from your team every step of the way - there’s nothing to
stop you from showing exactly how much you’re capable of.

Visit us at our stand at the Law Fair for more information on our

vacation placements and training contracts. More details can be

found at your Careers Service.

www.taylorwessing.com/graduate

m TaylorWessing
European law firm
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Five-star Fitz looking for Cuppers revenge

Defending league champions forget league woes as holders Jesus stutter through past King’s

Adam Bracey

FITWILLIAM 5
ST. CATHARINE’S 0

Fitzwilliam got their season
back on track with a hand-
some, if flattering, victory
over Catz in Cuppers. Beaten
by a last-minute penalty at
Homerton the previous week-
end, Catz were the better team
for long spells on a rain-
soaked afternoon, but finished
on the wrong end of a
drubbing.

The two sides were infinite-
ly more watchable when they
chose to keep the ball on the
ground, and for much of the
first period, it was Catz who
impressed, producing some
coherent football which, on
another day would surely
have reaped rich reward.

ominating the central areas
of the pitch, they forged a
number of good openings, the
best of which saw lively for-
ward Will Rogers drive a low,
angled shot against a post with
the goalkeeper beaten. But as
so often in college football, the
balance of play was upset by a
goal out of nothing. Slack
defending at a corner-kick
allowed Fitz’'s Rory Gallagher
to turn home from close
range, and give the home side
a lead they scarcely merited. If
that was hard on the visitors,
Fitz compounded the injustice
near half-time when Dave

Kitchen, given too much room
inside the penalty area, fin-
ished cleverly after good work
on the left-hand side.

Catz did not have the look
of a side who had accepted
their fate and, with renewed
purpose, resumed their search
for a way back into the game.
They continued to create
chances, and will wonder how
they failed to score on the
hour when, with the goal-
keeper exposed and two play-
ers unmarked, the ball trickled
harmlessly wide. Catz also
missed an opportunity to get
back in the game as Dave
Mills” tame penalty was easily
saved. Fitz went on to kill the
game off in the last 15 minutes
through Brendan Threlfall.
While others around him were
floundering in the lashing
rain, he made the game his
own, terrorising the hapless
back four with dazzling verve
and balance. Threlfall added
two more goals and laid on the
fifth for Fitz’s Alex Lott.

Fitz captain John Cheshire
agreed that the scoreline was
harsh on Catz. “We didn’t
deserve to win this one 5-0.
Credit to Catz, who were the
better side, particularly in the
first  half, but Brendan
(Threlfall) really killed the
game off, he was a great outlet
in the second half.” On this
evidence Fitz possess one of
the tournament’s most eye-
catching and devastating
weapons and Catz will be
cetainly be glad to see the back
of the Blues striker.

JESUS 2
KING’S 0

Meanwhile, King’s went to
Jesus to play their home fixture
after a mix up with pitches, and
with an early kick off at 12
noon a number of the players
on show were probably still
over the limit. But those very
(merry) men that form the
Jesus defence are unbeatable
this season with four clean
sheets from four so far. It was
no surprise then that King’s
failed to provide a real threat,
but also no surprise that Jesus
failed to capitalise on their
early possession.

The breakthrough finally
came shortly before half time
when talented midfielder Ed
Bond smashed the ball into the
top corner from the edge of the
box. The second half produced
a tame performance from the
Cuppers champions with King’s
defence holding strong. Only a
penalty provided the second
goal from which Martyn
Frampton converted. Although
the 2-0 scoreline failed to
reflect Jesus’s domination of
possession, it became apparent
that they had stopped trying
after the second goal. With a
goalkeeper that is yet to be
beaten, it is fair to say that
Jesus probably only need to
score once.

Elsewhere Churchill won
away at Downing 2-1 after
extra time with two goals from
Haslett.

the student career and

ST JOHN’S
GIRTON

PEMBROKE

MEN’S RUGBY DIVISION 1

P WDL F A PDPTS

5 83 0 2 74 67 7

DOWNING 4 2 0 2 61 44 17

wconen:  AZIOREISTEERS O]

5 0 0 5 37131-94 5

Results: Pembroke 0 - 56 St John’s

Jesus 7 - 28 Downing
Magdalene 26 - 12 Girton

Fitz (maroon shirts) out-play and out-muscle their St. Catherine’s (white shirts) counterparts

MEN’S FOOTBALL DIVISION 1
P W D L F A GD PTS

3 2 0
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3 0 0 3 3 9
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GLEEBAL BANKINGIMSAEASELS TR Y

Deutsche Bank z

Dautsche Bank has been & global plaver for more than 136 years, from linancing the building of the Baghdad Rathway in tha 19th cantury (o being the
first German bank 1o list on e NYSE in 2001, Today i} &8 financial services providern, fop executor of MaA deals, Europe s number 1 fund manager and
the global laader in securites rading. Deulsche Bank's success has also been recognized by induestry survays: | has beon named Credit Derivaiives
Housg of ihe Year 2004, Workd 's-Bast Hisk Managernent House apd Word's Bast Foreign Exchange-House by [esding publisations inihe past year,

The event s besed on an mteractive-suthentic Mergers-& Acquisitions case-siudy, || has been designed o give sludents Ihe opporiumly 1o iegm -more
about Global Banking al Deulscha Bank and 1o galp inslght into the role of an invesiment banking analyvsl. Follewing ihe case-siudy présenlation, atlend-
aas Wil gisn havea the chance o nebtwork and get 10 know Comporgte Fingnce prolessionats

Deutsche Bank .
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Who should be funding sport?

An investigation into the lack of University funding for Cambridge sports teams

Sophie Pickford

The University’s funding of sport is for
many a mysterious business. Seemingly
shrouded in a veil of secrecy only lifted for
a chosen few, it is perceived as a maze-like
web of intricacies, confounding even the
most patient of pure mathematicians or
astro-physicists. Yet this is not the intent
of our head of Physical Education (yes,
we do have one), Tony Lemons, whom I
met this week at the University Sports
Centre (yes, we do have one), Fenners, to
unravel the tangled threads of
Cambridge’s fiscal policy.

In addition to the income of subs and
sponsorship money relied on by
University sports clubs, an annual contri-
bution is made to most teams by the
Sports Syndicate. Their funds are made
up of a grant from the University (c.£40k
in 2004-05, £50k this year), and a per
capita contribution from colleges (£3.27
per head last year, £3.45 this year,
totalling c.£56k in 2004-05). Don’t be
fooled, however, by the apparent recent
up-turn in University assistance. Frozen
in 1997, the University’s contribution
only began increasing again in 2002.
Significant rises have been seen since, but
from 2006 any rise will most likely be in
line with projected increases in costs of
2.5% and no more. Allowing for infla-
tion, the University’s annual contribution
to sport is at present only equivalent to
that which it made in 1990.

Distribution of funds is dealt with by
the Grants Committee, (effectively a sub-
set of the Syndicate). This has eight mem-
bers including, amongst others, four rep-
resentatives from the men’s Blues
Committee and two from the women’s —
a constitutional imbalance of the sexes
that smacks of some fundamental (yet
gradually diminishing) disparity between

men’s and women’s sport at the
University. Individual clubs fill out reams
of forms detailing their accounts, and the
money is then distributed according to
need. But how do you quantify need?
The netballers need a netball court, and
are currently spending inordinate
amounts of money travelling long dis-
tances to use facilities elsewhere. A court
is the sort of expense that the Sports
Syndicate can’t hope to meet on its cur-
rent annual budget, which only provides
the most basic level of support. Some
other injection of cash is necessary to
make the grass-roots changes that are
essential to ensure the future of
Cambridge sport.

“The primary source
of funds is related to
the primary provider
of facilities - the
Colleges”

The fundamental problem is the lack of
a significantly powerful centralised body
that really cares about sport in Cambridge
— the Physical Education department is
doing its best, but given its present
resources cannot hope to fill this hole.
The great sporting tradition built up at this
University has grown through the
Colleges, who in most cases no longer
have the financial provision to meet
twenty-first century needs. Yet, as Tony
Lemons says, “the primary source of
funds is related to the primary provider of
facilities — the Colleges.” The level of indi-
vidual student financial contribution to
sport “continues to worry” him, though
he “wouldn’t want clubs to be totally
reliant on centralised funding” as this

An artist’s impression of the new University Sports Centre

would make clubs “stagnant”. As a result,
teams’ capacity to secure corporate and
other sponsorship from outside the
University is in his view a great strength.

The most significant move to rectify
increasing funding issues is the campaign
for a new sports centre, for which £50m is
needed. Part of the University’s
Octocentenary appeal, the project “repre-
sents the biggest investment the
University has made in sport.” It is neces-
sary “because of the shift from traditional

team games to other sports and a more
personalised approach to healthy living.”
Other Universities “have accommodated
this over twenty or thirty years”, but as a
result of the collegiate system Cambridge
is still awaiting its sports Renaissance.
Hopetfully this paradigm shift won’t come
too late to prevent the increasingly rapid
academic brain drain to the States, which
is only being accelerated by the basic lack
of funding for recreational and health-
based sports facilities at Cambridge.

Wasps stung by

Jamie Brockbank

CAMBRIDGE 19
WASPS 17

Delivering their best performance of the
season to date, the Blues’ combative
defence and rampaging pack more than
held their own against a testing Wasps
side. Talismanic fly-half Jonny Ufton’s
experienced boot inspired them to a fully
deserved 19-17 victory. This result against
the reserve team of the reigning Zurich
Premiership and 2003/04 Heineken Cup
champions represents not only a major
scalp for the students, but also augurs
favourably for the squad’s self-belief and
momentum as they embark on an intense
November of Varsity preparations.

Right from the start, the Blues were
bolstered by the return to fitness of blind-
side flanker Nic Alberts and the former
Super 12 player used great strength and

pace to burst through the tackle on the
halfway line before being felled one-on-
one by the impressive Wasps fullback
Thom Evans on the 22. Undeterred,
Alberts struck in the 7" minute as he tore
through a gap at the fringes of the maul to
open the scoring with a flamboyant dive
under the posts for Ufton, the former
Wasps veteran, to make it 7-0. However,
as all too often this season after taking the
lead, the Blues almost immediately relin-
quished their hard work as Wasps’ Joe
Mbu stole through a defensive gap to level
the scores. The London-based profession-
als were notably quick up in their defen-
sive line, but they were penalised for off-
side in the 215! minute, with Ufton’s pre-
cise left-boot nudging the Blues 10-7
ahead.

In what is becoming a trend this sea-
son, the visitors scored within 5 minutes
of the restart, with a skilful dummy-scis-
sors pop allowing pacy centre Neil Baxter
to put Wasps 14-10 ahead. The Blues
failed to capitalise on a storming touchline
surge from winger Akinluyi, but the

late penalty

A bandaged Jonny Ufton struggles to retain possession

bandaged Ufton’s post-half-time reap-
pearance after a first half clash of heads
kept the Blues in the chase at 16-17 as he
slotted a brace of penalties to Wasps’ solo
effort.

Akinluyi’s try-saving cover tackle in the
corner to halt a rapier Wasps counter-
attack in the 615! minute was a pivotal
moment, meaning that Ufton’s crucial 35

yard effort in the 69th minute edged the
Blues ahead 19-17. In the nervy final
minutes the Blues” defended resolutely,
with Wasps confined to a missed drop-
goal attempt, and there was jubilant relief
at the final whistle, with number 8 Mike
Harfoot paying tribute to the tireless Blues
pack and “awesome” defence in “digging
out” a morale-boosting win.

Windsurfing

Cambridge University Windsurfing Club

Mostly Grafham water, but we compete
in the Student Windsurfing Association
series all over the country. We're cur-
rently planning a trip to Egypt at Easter.

Weekends, weekdays, holidays - when-
ever it's windy. We try to run interme-
diate and advanced trips when it’s
windy and beginner trips when it's not.

Anyone and everyone. In windsurfing
it actually helps to be small.

Racing involves getting out and round a

course in the fastest time and generally
turns into complete carnage. The main
aim is to have fun. It's all about drink-
ing a lot and eating lots of pies so you
can demonstrate your manhood by
holding down a bigger sail than the
next guy.

Britain won a bronze medal in the last
Olympics, but windsurfing is not really
an Olympic sport.

We won the BUSA event last year, and
Oxford has only ever won Varsity once!

WWW.CUWC.0rg

sport in brief

Small Bore:

CUSBC shot their first match of the
season finishing 4th out of 13 in an

inter-university match in Edinburgh.

Fresher P. Brett from Girton was top
scorer on his debut for the club.

Hockey

The University squanderers pro-
duced a fine third consecutive win
on Saturday overturning a 4-1 deficit
against a strong Saffron Walden
side, winning 5-4 with the last touch
of the game.

Cambridge United F.C:
Wednesday is the date for the CUFC
Quiz Night at the Abbey Stadium.
The fun begins at 7.30pm with
teams of 6 costing £3 per person.

>
)
C
o
>
[V}
2]
o
o
>
m
w

SIS AANY

ANDY STEVENSON
UNIVERSITY RUGBY U21

sunda

Spend most of the morning in my room
watching ‘that speech’ from Any Given
Sunday before our match. Get into the
changing room and drop rubbish banter
with JT about the importance of inches.
On the pitch, our performance isn’t the
best, but we still win 31-5 — that’s rugby
guys, that’s all it is...

monday

Just another manic Monday, wish it was
Sunday. Training in the evening at
Grange Road, then back to the flat for a
toastie only to find that Stingray the
cheese-monster has eaten all the extra-
mature cheddar.

tuesda

Trot out for collége in the uncomfortable
role of fly half - Catz, the dominant pool
leaders, thrash the young pretenders,
Christ’s, 46-5. Watch the Blues game in
the evening surrounded by Desmo’s
travelling fan club — all they ever shout is
“Give it to Charlie!”.

wednesday

Pop down the road to go and watch my
little cousin play for St.Johns College
Prep School. Head out with the Kittens
and Jesus Blackwidows in the evening,
and find | have spent a stupid amount in
Cindies — mostly on the rounds for the
whole Uni netball team. Error.

thursday

Admin afternoon as I’'m Secretary for the
Colleges Rugby Leagues — have to type
results and try-scorers names into the
website (www.crazyaboutsport.com)
while the flatmates rinse me for being so
keen. Rugby training in the evening from
5-7, squad looks to be shaping up well
with Varsity in only a few weeks time.

friday

Rest day as we have a match tomorrow,
but decide to have run around and try
my hand at mixed netball. Go out for a
great meal for a mate’s 215, but stay
sober for tomorrow’s game.

saturday

Match at home against Loughborough
Ill — we lost 18-8, but a spelling con-
test may well have had a different out-
come. Their team of genetically engi-
neered P.E. students only outscore us
by a dubious penalty and an array of
forward-passes and knock-ons.

Win one of three copies of ‘Titanic
Special Edition’. John Thompson’s
Red Hot Poker is available to buy on
DVD from on 14th November 2005
from Pathe Distribution Ltd. Thanks
to www.fox.co.uk

© Adam Edelshain

Re-arrange the letters by rotating the
discs to create six separate six-letter
words leading in to the centre.
Email your answer to: P
competitions@varsity.co.uk = -
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Powering to legendary status

Joe Speight talks to the king of darts, Phil “The Power’ Taylor

“The greatest player ever to throw a
dart”; “the king of the oche”; “a sport-
ing legend to rank alongside greats
such as Sir Steve Redgrave, Sir
Donald Bradman and Mohammed
Ali” — the eulogies are abundant. It
was in 1990 at the age of 30 when
this sporting icon was born. As a 125-
1 outsider at the Embassy
Championship he overpowered his
mentor, the five-time  World
Champion Eric Bristow, to herald a
changing of the guard in the sport
which has transformed darts in the
twenty-first century.

Phil ‘The Power’ Taylor has been
instrumental in catapulting darts to
new heights as the sport has become
richer, more professionalised and
more global, and he admits that “the
sky is the limit.” His role in this is
undeniable, and he believes “the
press interest in me has been the key
factor.” Tournaments are becoming
more widespread in America, with
the Las Vegas Desert Classic for exam-
ple which Taylor has won three times
in the event’s opening four years, and
prize money for some events now
reaches up to £5 million. Taylor him-
self is the symbol of this progression.
His astounding list of achievements
continues to grow - 12 World
Championships, 7 World Matchplay
titles and 6 World Grand Prix victories
amongst many other successes. He
won his twelfth World Championship

fact file

Name: Phil Taylor

Born: 1960, Stoke-on-Trent

Age: 45

Nickname: The Power

Darts used: 24g Unicorn Phil
Taylor

Height: 5'8”

Achievements: Won 12 World
Championships, 7 World Matchplay
titles, 6 World Grand Prix victories,
3 Las Vegas Desert Classic titles, 2
UK Open wins and inaugural Darts
Premier League champion.

Other interests: Port Vale F.C, eat-
ing Chinese, holidaying in Cornwall
and listening to Joe Cocker.

with a 7-4 win over Mark Dudbridge
in January, and Taylor cites the sixth
title as his career highlight, beating
Bristow’s record.

It is all a far cry from the begin-
nings of his career when he was
“working hard, doing two jobs and
getting up at six in the morning.” One
of these jobs involved earning £50 a
week in a factory making ceramic toi-
let handles. But why did he become
interested in the game in the first
place? “I was just a natural at it,
enjoyed it and thought it would be a
good way of making a living.” Though
Taylor has not allowed his fame and
fortune to alter his lifestyle. He is a
family man and “we haven’t got a
mortgage any more, a few nice cars

“It only takes four
or five pints to get
me drunk”

but apart from that we’re just a nor-
mal family.” ‘The Power’s’ talents,
however, are far from normal — “I've
got a lot of natural talent and I'm very
self-motivated, but dedication is the
key.” And this is exemplified by his
three hours of training every day in
which he practices every aspect of the
game.

During his career there have been
the lows and he admits, “I have
thought about quitting before. It takes
up a lot of time and effort staying so
dedicated, but I keep motivated to
carry on and to win by the youngsters
coming through. I just love it.” He
also acknowledges how the game has
changed, and moved away from it s
image of heavy drinking and late
nights in smoke-filled bars, pubs and
clubs. “Sport has changed. Years ago
rugby players and footballers would
drink just as much as we did, but now
you just can’t do it.” And his own
alcoholic tolerance? “I'm not that
much of big drinker really — it only
takes me about four or five pints to
get drunk.”

What more is there to achieve
though and what is it is that stops the
complacency creeping in? “Thirteen is

Phil Taylor celebrates his victory at the recent Sky Bet World Grand Prix

my lucky number and I want thirteen
world titles. I'll keep going for anoth-
er three or four more years.” Taylor
remains the only darts player to have
completed a hat-trick of nine dart fin-
ishes, and another of his aims is to
become the first player to complete
the sport’s most challenging feat at
the World Championships at the
Circus Tavern. And with the all the
Olympic hype at the moment Taylor
has his sights on an even bigger prize.
“I wouldn’t mind winning a gold
medal. I think darts deserves a place
at the Olympics the same as archery
and shooting and those sort of
sports.” But the public perception of
darts annoys the current World
Champion.  “It’s just snobbery. If

someone asked me about cricket or
football I'd say I enjoy it but with
some people you mention darts and
they just turn their noses up.”

But this is a situation which is
beginning to change, largely due to
the impact of Phil Taylor on the world
of darts. From his humble beginnings
in Stoke-on-Trent to a jet-set lifestyle
travelling the world in pursuit of fur-
ther sporting excellence, ‘The Power’
is one of a very select number of cur-
rent sports stars who have achieved
legend status with their career still
going strong. And with the progres-
sion of darts into a more mainstream
sport, the prospect of Olympic gold
may postpone the retirement of dart’s
greatest icon.
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Freshers’
Varsity
Athletics

Bilen Ahmet
Last Sunday saw the 2005
Freshers” Varsity  Athletics

Match at Oxford’s Iffley Road
Track, and despite the ominous
bad weather it would turn out
to be a great day for Cambridge.

There were some outstanding
early performances from Alison
Hackney who finished first in
the women’s 400m hurdles and
Humphrey Waddington, who
won the men’s long jump by
65cm and also came second in
the men’s javelin.

As the day came to a close
the weather began to clear up
for the relays. The men won

Across

1. Acquittal over V-sign (11)
with companion (4)
deliveries (11)

after South let it be (4)
14. Artist's rope (7)
feasted (5)

destroyed (4)

24. Tilt the German boat (7)

dust (4)
producing comedian? (11)

@

steps down (6,5)

9. Repeat Old Etonian's returning
10. Finds | get points after record
11. North Viethamese offensive
16. Newcomer's mask conceals it (7)
18. I'd back Nathaniel to have

19. Craft time after service (4)
20. A group of three doughnuts

21. Prevent love getting key (5)
23. Gains from revised material (7)

25. Breeding stock created from
30. Are internet developments
31. Helper I'd taken into casualty

32. Gets up in front of a team and

Down

2. Master | backed to be found around
pupil (4)

3. Cube cubes (4)

4. Bay Edward had an eye on (7)

5. Kurt became an Ottoman (4)

6. Diana drove badly and went too far (7)
7. Northener cruelly ostracised, not
raised (4)

8. What mason and graduate have in
common (11)

12. Oprah said | can start to produce
oysters, for example (11)

13. Disagree if loud Leftie comes back
around (6)

15. Tires out ritualistic formulae (5)

16. Of sex that's without hesitation
available at a price (5)

17. Scolding for one involved in barter (6)
21. Caught after fund (having gained
point) was rendered obsolete (7)

22. Tells story about topless clergymen (7)
26. Untangle French party (4)

27. Plant coming through inferno (4)
28. Advice for wiaters? (4)

29. Action whichever way you look at it (4)

the 4x100m, while the women
won the 4x400m. Alison
Hackney was awarded the
Achilles Medal for her out-
standing performances
throughout the day. The men’s
4x400m relay team, which
consisted of David Reece,
Frank Hutton-Williams, Colin
Prue and Charlie Romito, then
rounded off the competition
with a resounding victory over
Oxford.

The final scores were
Cambridge 96 - 85 Oxford in
the men’s competition and
Cambridge 98 - 92 Oxford in
the women’s competition.
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Instructions:
Complete the questions in order from red to black. The answer to
each ball is integral to the following question.

Which team was recently acquired by Malcolm Glazer?
Which year did ‘Redball’ do the treble?
In “Yellowball’, which current international striker joined Arsenal?
‘Greenball’ has just broken which ex-Arsenal striker’s record?
What is the name of ‘Brownball”s England international relative?
‘Blueball’s younger brother plays for which Premiership club?

Who is the current manager of ‘Pinkball’?
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Channel Hopper

-I-he river comes. It’s no good.
And that, frankly, was a silly play,
if you ask Padraig Parkinson:
“Well, he’d been praying he had Ace
King Ace Queen or something so he’d
really bet into him, something he
couldn’t get away from,” he sighs.
“You know, it’s often a better idea if
you flop two pair or something to bet
into the flop with the ace on it so that
you can get the other guy to bet into it
before he gets an inkling that you've
flopped the monster. Especially if
you’re on the button.”

Now, it’s hard to express on the
page the degree to which that was
complicated by the the speaker’s rat-
tling pace and thick Irish brogue, but
imagine a food mixer reciting the
poetry of J H Prynne and you’re get-
ting there. Still, Jesse May, Padraig’s
brash American co-commentator,
knows what he’s talking about;
indeed, you can practically feel him
sucking his teeth in judicious reflec-
tion. Well, that’s an interesting point,
he finally responds, and, to my sur-
prise, | find myself nodding. It is,
apparently. | may as well confess it:
I’m hooked on Poker Zone.

| don’t know why. It’s like watching
carp fishing or something. The
impenetrability of the analysis is just
another disqualifier to reasonable
pleasure. After all, when Alan Hansen
says terrible defending, or magnifi-
cent finish, or even bang-back-of-
the-net-one-nil, I'm right with him.
This, on the other hand, is wholly
beyond me. Nevertheless - poker on
the telly’s brilliant.

This, | am finding, is one of the sine
qua nons of being a Channel Hopper
(ike being a Mormon or a Rotarian,
roughly, but with fewer meetings and
more slouching): that there’s nothing
that won't get interesting if you watch
it for long enough while an expert
explains what’s going on. Mainly
sports, but anything, really. Darts and
watercolour painting and DIY have all
exercised this pull on me before. Today
it happens to be poker.

Every edition is more or less the
same, with subtle variations. On this
one the celebrity is Phil ‘The Cat’
Tufnell, doing a lot of cheeky-grinning
and a certain amount of dirty-chuck-
ling, and here, apparently, ‘to knock a
thicket of wickets off the other play-
ers’ chips’. Its woman entrant is
called Michelle, and she’s a barmaid
from the Midlands, and when she
wins a hand Padraig actually says
“well, she looks like butter wouldn’t
melt, there should be a rule against
women  playing poker”. The
Scandinavian players who qualified
online are called Lars and Torval, and
their jobs are being indeterminately
Scandinavian, apparently. And the
pros are called The Kid and Twitcher,
which is all you need to know.

So, why is it so compelling? Well, |
don’t think the reason has a lot to do
with poker, actually (although there’s a
certain satisfaction in watching
Michelle cream the opposition, much
to Jesse’s hilarity and astonishment):
it’s to do with being in the club. It's the
casual assumption, when they pontifi-
cate about flopping the nuts, that if
you’re watching this, you probably
know what’s going on; it’s the fleeting
insight you get into this whole implied
world, which stretches out of your
sight; it’s the innate pleasure in seeing
someone else’s expertise unfurling
itself, to do a thing which is wholly
beyond your own limited capacities.
Well, it’s either that, or I’'m a loser. You
believe what you want.

Poker Zone on Channel 226
nightly 7pm - late

For answers to the crossword and Pot
Black, contact:
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Women’s
Rugby Captain

CUWREC had a somewhat disappoint-
ing season last year, being relegated
from the Premier division of BUSA
and losing our first XV Varsity match.
That said, our second team, the Tigers,
had a convincing victory over their
counterparts, the Panthers, in their
Varsity match, which has been a great
foundation to build a team from this
year. As a result, this season CUWRFC
has come back fighting and I am now
very proud to be the captain of a squad
which contains both players with a
great deal of experience and other
newer players with amazing potential.

The season has got off to a very
promising start, winning all four of our
matches so far against teams such as
Nottingham University and Harlow,
and also recruiting an extraordinary
number of new players who formed a
Development team this weekend and
won their first match against ARU by
an impressive margin. The whole
squad is training exceptionally hard
even at this early stage of the season
with two matches, two skills sessions
and at least two fitness sessions a

“THE SEASON HAS
GOT OFF TO A VERY
PROMISING START,
WINNING ALL FOUR
OF OUR MATCHES”

week, but all their hard work is clear-
ly paying off, shown by our current
clean slate, which has been achieved
by playing some really good rugby and
great fitness levels. However despite
all of our gruelling training, the girls
have still managed to make time for
some great socials, which has devel-
oped a great atmosphere within the
club. In addition the attitude of each
individual within the club has been
very commendable, with everyone
showing great enthusiasm, commit-
ment and desire to make this a
fantastic season.

With our team going from strength
to strength (despite having incurred a
few injuries early on), the season looks
like it could be a very successful and
exciting one, hopefully culminating in
a double Light Blue victory at Iffley
Road on March 5th and a high ranking
in our BUSA league. The squad now
looks forward to our December tour to
Pocklington and to our January train-
ing camp to Biarritz where we shall
continue to develop the team, no
doubt both on the pitch and socially!

MEN’S FOOTBALL
T -'

Blues fall to tame defeat with
poor display against Notts

MEN’S RUGBY

CUPPERS FOOTBALL

Poor league start forgotten
as Fitz demolish Catz

MEN’S HOCKEY
—
o

Blues sliding down the table

Joswell Blair

CAMBRIDGE 0
NOTTINGHAM 2

It's 3.45pm, Wednesday 9th November,
and the Blues football squad is sat,
shoulders and heads hanging, upon the
luxurious Fenners turf. If it wasn't for
the fact that it is November, one could
be easily fooled into believing that
Cambridge have just lost a cup final.

As the dull tones of Captain Mugan's
monologue provide a soundtrack to the
palpable sense of disappointment, I con-
tinue to remind myself that this was in
fact a league game early in the season,
and it hadn't really, as far as defeats go,
been that bad. It really doesn't look like
pointing this out will help though.

As the warm down begins, I strive to
build up an overall sense of a game of
genuinely few chances, between a
decent Nottingham University side and
this year's Blues, and the pattern is a dif-
ficult one to define. Early on, it was all

Cambridge hit by lack of confidence and panic

Cambridge, as slick passing and move-
ment left the visitors chasing shadows.
No goals were forthcoming though, and
injury woe, this time to Alex Morgan,
struck Cambridge again. Mid-way
through the half, with Cambridge still
looking the stronger, Nottingham broke
down the right, and a tidy finish by a
player in too much space cost the Blues
the advantage.

With the tide of the match so far,
Blues fans should not have been unduly
worried, yet on the field, the team
pressed the panic button, and then,
unsure whether it was working, contin-
ued to press it repeatedly in a state of
increasing frenzy. This undermined the
Blues, who are clearly a footballing foot-
ball team. That is to say, there is quality

all over the park, which was overlooked
in favour of lumping the ball forward in
an aimless search for Mikey Adams and
Mugan. Disappointingly for the specta-
tor, the likes of Dankis and Lockwood,
quality players both, joined in this
melee rather than relaxing into their
undoubted class.

They're stretching off now, and that's
entirely necessary, as the commitment
and will to win shown by the team
cannot be doubted; they ran themselves
into the ground. After the half time inter-
val, whilst still not relaxing to play, the
Blues increased the tempo of the game to
such a degree that Nottingham were vis-
ibly shaken. This, combined with a series
of crunching challenges, the hardest of
which, by the wusually genial Will

“IT WILL ONLY TAKE A SMALL
AMOUNT OF CONFIDENCE FOR
THIS SIDE TO GO A LONG WAY”

Stevenson sent his opponent ten yards
whilst the ball did not move. It was
during this period though, that another
unfortunate injury further hampered the
cause, and Mike Adams was scythed
down by a defender who looked like he
had been grown in a lab. The Mutant
received no card, and continued to mete
out dubious aerial challenges in the box
for the remainder of the match, and as
the Blues threw more and more after the
equaliser, a counter-attack by
Nottingham sealed the win with a
deflected long-range effort.

As the players wander into the pavil-
ion under the gathering gloom, a few
things are striking. That they are walk-
ing off absolutely together, a close-knit
group. That their drive must be enor-
mous to have been so upset by so
mundane a defeat. And that, looking at
the individuals filling the Cambridge
shirts, it will only take a small amount
more confidence with the quality and
team-spirit in place, for this Cambridge
side to go a long way indeed.

Back to mine:
Should your
room be in the
Varsity great
room survey?

Email: features@varsity.co.uk

Quick Kakuro

Medium

12 16\/6

Fill the grid so that each run of
squares adds up to the total in
the box above or to the left. Use
only numbers 1-9, and never use
a number more than once per
run (@ number may reoccur in the
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same row in a Separate run).
Solution and solving aids at www.dokakuro.com
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Quick Sudoku

Medium

The object is to insert the num-
bers in the boxes to satisfy only
one condition: each row, column
and 3x3 box must contain the
digits 1 through 9 exactly once.
What could be simpler?
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